Crohn's disease: multi-detector row CT-enteroclysis appearance of the appendix.
The objective of our retrospective study was to determine the MDCT-enteroclysis appearance of the appendix in patients with Crohn's disease and to correlate this appearance with the status of the disease. We reviewed the MDCT-enteroclysis examinations of 76 patients with Crohn's disease. Images were analyzed for visualization of the appendix, largest axial diameter of the appendix and degrees of enhancement. Findings were correlated with the status of the disease (active vs. nonactive) and compared with those observed in a control group. Among the various variables, hyperenhancement of the appendiceal wall was found in 18.9% of patients with active disease and in no patients with inactive disease nor in the control group (P = 0.0023). This sign had a specificity of 100% for differentiating between active and inactive Crohn's disease. We conclude that increased appendiceal wall enhancement is, at a statistically significant level, more frequently observed in patients with active Crohn's disease by comparison with patients with inactive disease and control subjects. This result suggests that this finding may be used as an additional MDCT-enteroclysis finding to determine the activity of the disease.